Extreme warfarin hypersensitivity after oophorectomy.
We report the case of a woman who developed unexplained warfarin hypersensitivity after undergoing surgery to remove her ovaries. Presurgery, the patient's international normalised ratios (INR) control was stable and uneventful but 11 days after her operation she presented with extremely high (frequently ≥10) INR. Warfarin was discontinued on day 24 postoperation but 11 days later the plasma warfarin concentration was high at 4.8 mg/l (therapeutic range 0.7-2.3 mg/l). After cessation of warfarin, she required frequent doses of oral and intravenous vitamin K1 (totalling 48 mg) as well as two doses of prothrombin complex concentrate to normalise the INR. The patient was switched from warfarin to heparin, then to dabigatran with no further thrombosis or bleeding. While on heparin, the kinetics of warfarin elimination and vitamin K status were found to be normal and the reason for the onset of the extreme sensitivity to warfarin remains unknown.